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Almost two decades ago, Mexico pioneered a groundbreaking free-trade agreement (FTA) with
Costa Rica, its first with a Central American nation. Fourteen years later, both countries reached an
association agreement, centered mainly on bilateral political dialogue, also a first in this region.
The bilateral FTA eventually opened the way for a similar accord between Mexico and the
Triángulo Norte de Centroamérica (Central America’s Northern Triangle)—made up of El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras—to be followed by a Mexico-Nicaragua pact (NotiCen, Oct. 24, 1996, and
July 13, 2000).
In 1994, Mexico and Costa Rica closed the negotiating process for the commercial treaty, which came
into force Jan. 1, 1995 (SourceMex, Jan. 19, 1994).
Estimates by Costa Rica’s Ministerio de Comercio Exterior (COMEX) indicate that, thanks to the
agreement, the country’s exports to Mexico rose in the 1994-2012 period from US$27.5 million to
their latest peak last year at US$323 million. At the same time, imports from Mexico during the
period soared from US$138 million to almost US$1.2 billion, according to figures from the same
source.
After Mexico and the Sistema de la Integración Centroamericana (SICA) agreed last year on a single
free-trade agreement between Mexico and the region, the unicameral Asamblea Legislativa (AL) last
month passed the law that brought the accord into force in Costa Rica.
Regarding bilateral relations in general, and with the aim set of strengthening their countries’
historically sound ties, then Costa Rican two-time President Oscar Arias (1989-1990, 2006-2010) and
Mexican President Felipe Calderón (2006-2012) signed the Acuerdo de Asociación Estratégica on
July 30, 2009, during the Mexican leader’s brief visit to Costa Rica.
Consisting of two titles, six sections, and 16 articles, the accord set the stage for more bilateral
cooperation and political dialogue. The agreement called for promoting "a deeper and broader
political dialogue on bilateral, regional, and international issues of mutual interest."
"In that context, both Parties will hold consultation and work together on topics of mutual interest,"
it added. It also foresaw "strengthening cooperation in all areas of the relation, especially those
identified by both Parties as priorities in present bilateral-cooperation programs."
The accord called for "strengthening trade and investment ties through dialogue…and within the
framework of this agreement, as well as full implementation of [bilateral] trade agreements in
force."
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Association council created
A Consejo de Asociación was created to follow up on developing bilateral relations, a body to be
headed by both countries’ foreign ministers.
More than three years later, Costa Rica Foreign Minister Enrique Castillo and Mexican Foreign
Secretary Patricia Espinosa put the agreement in motion by setting up the council at the end of a
two-day meeting in San José, the Costa Rican capital, on Oct. 24-25. Both officials told a closing
press conference that ties between their countries were thus strengthened regarding dialogue and
cooperation.
"By setting up this Consejo de Asociación, we have an extraordinary tool that will allow us to
consolidate relations and allow permanent [bilateral] dialogue to flow easily," Espinosa told the
press conference. "Costa Rica is the only country in Central America with which Mexico has
reached an agreement such as this."
Castillo’s said, "The name of the agreement is very meaningful…and [so is] that of the council we set
up today, because it shows that, from now on, both countries walk as partners in bilateral relations
and in the multilateral world. We’ve been doing it in the past, we’re doing it now, and that will also
be the future guideline."
With President Enrique Peña Nieto taking over Mexico’s presidency in December for the six-year
(2012-2018) term, both sides’ willingness to strengthen ties seems to have gained momentum. In his
first visit abroad as president, Peña Nieto landed in Costa Rica last month, invited by Costa Rican
President Laura Chinchilla. It was a double-purpose, two-day visit.
The first part was devoted to bilateral contact that allowed for mutual topics of interest to be
addressed, mainly in the field of cooperation.

Mexico-SICA summit aims to strengthen ties
The second part was a Mexico-SICA summit attended by five of the nine presidents involved—
Chinchilla, Peña Nieto, Porfirio Lobo (Honduras), Ricardo Martinelli (Panama), and Otto Pérez
Molina (Guatemala), with Belize, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic represented
by high government officials. At the top of the agenda were the association agreement and regional
security.
At the summit’s opening, Chinchilla and Peña Nieto called on SICA and México to turn good ideas
into good projects aimed at achieving more development. The SICA countries are willing to further
strengthen their ties with Mexico, said the Costa Rican president, and Mexico is set to commit more
to the region, assured her visiting colleague in response.
"We are ready to improve and further strengthen SICA-México integration. The opportunity
exists, and so does the need. Furthermore, we’ve all given ample proof of the willingness to
act," Chinchilla told the attending leaders and envoys. "But will alone is not going to produce
results. We must link it to good ideas and turn it into good projects, efficient processes, sound
implementation, constant monitoring, permanent transparency, and adequate accountability. I
believe—and this is a perception shared by many—that Mexico and the Central American countries
are ready to take our relations to the rank of a strategic association."
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 3

LADB Article Id: 78915
ISSN: 1089-1560

A couple hours later, joined by meeting participants, Chinchilla and Peña Nieto announced that
SICA and México had agreed, among other things, to strengthen the mechanisms against organized
crime, bring into force a joint free-trade agreement, and head toward an association agreement.
On the last point, Chinchilla stressed that "Costa Rica thanks Mexico’s willingness and…that
of the other Central American nations to take on the discussion on the convenience to improve,
to strengthen the institutional mechanisms of our nations’ relations and to be able to seek an
association agreement."
On this, Peña Nieto guaranteed "the political will, the commitment on Mexico’s side to promote
further integration with the Central American region."
The Costa Rican leader also announced a foreign ministers’ meeting in Mexico before the end of
March to draw up "the roadmap we outlined here today…and to find new formulas to deepen, to
strengthen our ties."

-- End --
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